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The Editorial Committee do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Commitiee before the 15th of
the previons month.

Opinion on the Village Panchayat Bill.

~We have to thank the Adviser to the Government, in the Depart-
ment of Local administration, for the extension of time for eriticism.
of the Bill upto the 16th of November 1941. There is, however, still
a demand that the time be extended to January 1942 ; for, a large
body of opinion appears to feel, that, given enough time for popular
opinion to express itself, the Government will be able to see that
they should not proceed with the Bill in its present form. A num-
ber of District Cqnferences of Panchayats have already been held
in ‘East Godavari, West Godavari,; Tanjore, Ramnad, Vizag and
all of these have recorded resolutions oomiemnmg the bill as
undemooratic in principle. We have received and are receiving
everyday resolutions from numbers of Panchayats in a similar
strain. Most of these bodies urge that the Bill be dropped. The
village has been proclaimed as the unit of democratic. Government-
in this country and a large number of those who have sent us
opinions hold that, when one man's rulein the form of an adviser's
administration prevails, it i8 not appropriate that legislation should
be attempted in the name of what has essentially to be determined
by the representatives of the people as such. Apart from this
genseral attitude, opinions received on eertain important details of
the Bill go clearly against the main scheme of Panchayat adminis-
tration adumbrated by the Bill. On the question of control of
Panchayats by the Revenue Department, on the nomination of the
headman ex-officio as a member of the Panchayat Board making
him eligible to be elected President, on the issue of making the
Karnam the executive qfficer for Minor Panchayats, on the question
of fresh taxation in the form of an additional cess and in other
shapes, on the matter of the levy of expenses of control as a burden
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on the Panchayats, there is evidently very sirong .and unanimous
opposition, . :

We have elsewhere published the memorandum which the Pro-
vincial Union of Panchayat Boards has submitted to the Govern-
ment. The Deputation appointed to wait on the adviser discussed
the matters raised in the course of the representation While we
do not feel competent to pass a final opinion on any point at issue,
we have a feeling, amounting to a certainty, that. if the Bill had
been framed after Mr, Rutherford took charge of the portfolio, it
would have been so different that much of the present discomtent with
the Bill would have been avoided. He was the ido! of the Panchayats
as their Registrar General and as a special member in the Legisla-
ture when the Local Boards Act was amended he stood up for the
privileges of the Panchayats. It is difficult to believe that the very
reactionary provisions of this Bill could have emanated from him.
We hope he will, without being influenced by the usual red tape
method of upholding generally what has been once put forward,

a8 the last word of the Government, give effect to the very modest
suggestions put forth by the Union.

G. O. v¢ War Fund.

. Wedraw particular attention of all Panchayat Boards to a very
important G.O. issued by the Madras Government regarding sums

votegl and votable as contribution to the War Fund 1t has been
. published in another place in this issue,

Sri V. N. Kudva, 1.CS. —Welcome.

8ri V. N. Kudva, 1.C.8., has just taken charge as Secretary to the
Government for Lecal Administration. We welcome him ¢o the new
post of duty. He is known for his broad and cocsmopolitian oatlook.
He is equally experienced and able. We are sure, under his guidance
the Local Boards, more especially the Panchayats, will come into
their own and will function properly and well, .

S5ri Ramuni Menon, the Local Boards lnspector-Welcome.
We also welcome Sri Ramuni Menon who ha VR’

charge of Inspester of Local Boards. Men like M:. jﬁ:th:rkf::l :?1:
Dewan Babkadur N. Gopalaswami Ayyengar havedistinguighed them-
selves as Registrars General of Panchayats. The present Inspector

occupies really the same position in relation to P
- the new Inspector of Looal Boards with his atonayat. We hape

. A great antecedents will
carve for himself a richer in the hearts of the P :
pooples by giving them his bess, © Panchayats and their

e ——
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